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Dear Parents 
 
I have recently returned from an invigorating and rigorous Headmaster’s conference in Johannesburg and in a few days 
we will be jetting off to China with 20 students to visit Shanghai and Beijing to set up a partnership with a school.  Oakhill 
is in a wonderfully affirming, rigorous and exciting space at present and I am delighted with the wonderful progress we 
continue to make in all facets of school life. 
 
After returning from Johannesburg I participated in our own Tyres and Takkies event organised by Liesel Battell.  It was 
an extraordinarily successful event and my sincere thanks go to all who were involved in the organisation: Pax and Louise 
Mosterd for running the event, Stacey Campbell and Cindy Papgis for their efficient and selfless help, Derek Devine for 
helping with the safety.  Thank you to the class moms and teachers, and particularly Dave Pryke, Debbie Nicoll, Shobana 
Moodley, Heather Mayne, Phil Stewart and his staff, Terri Pautz, Suzanne Griffin and Catherine Brodie. 
 
Liesel Battell ensured that fun was had by all and I have no doubt that all who were there on the day will join me in 
congratulating Liesel and offering our sincere thanks for her dedication and commitment to this project. 
 
Term 3 is a busy one and as I write this letter, our Preparatory School is touring Cape Town on their first ever cultural tour.  
I received this beautiful note from Craig Hemmes about one of our performances: 
 

Dear Shane, 
I spent the evening at Reddam School where we (Oakhill) performed at the Reddam House Music Festival.  I 
was so impressed with every aspect of Oakhill's behaviour, commitment to the festival and of course George 
Potgieter's ability to get the crowed clapping and participating.  We can be very proud of our school and the 
effort that you and your team put into our children. 
As you know the Reddam hall is enormous, Annette Woolley mentioned in her closing speech that it was the 
largest crowd she had seen in their hall. 
Thank you - from an Oakhill parent living in Cape Town. 
Regards, 
Craig Hemmes 

 
Oakhill has grown in stature this year and although it has been a challenging time for the school with regards to planning 
for future development, I keep reminding our Staff, Students and Board that we have much to celebrate in our 21st year 
of existence.  Our community is more connected, more motivated and more determined to establish a school of 
significance in Knysna and Plett and this can be seen by the overwhelming support received for our new land development.  
We have raised in excess of R17 million to develop and establish this new campus. 
 
This is a watershed moment for our School and our sincere thanks must go to our entire parent body for their commitment 
and dedication to this wonderful institution.  Thank you for entrusting us with the task of educating your children and 
thank you for believing in us to the extent that you have participated positively in the debenture fundraising.  I have no 
doubt that this is a clear indication that you support the development being undertaken at this time and I have no doubt 
that your children will be extremely grateful when they start to use this magnificent facility.  We have recently, officially 
launched the Oakhill Sports Campus in the press and I am delighted that we will be able to allow your kids to participate 
in a variety of sporting activities from the beginning of 2014. 
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As indicated in an email to you earlier in the term, we have established hockey, rugby, soccer and cricket fields which will 
be ready for use in the next while.  I have been overwhelmed by the support of parents in our community to this initiative 
and in my recent communication, I neglected to mention that another parent: Dave Hall has been intimately involved in 
helping plan and establish the new playing surfaces on this land.  We would certainly not be in this strong position had it 
not been for this overwhelming support of our Board and Planning committees and I am grateful that we continue to 
make huge strides in ensuring sustainability for our young school as we progress into the future. 
 
Ultimately a school is about the young men and women who attend it and I am continually amazed at the number of 
achievements and accolades received by our students in a range of activities.  Kids continue to thrive here, they continue 
to learn, to grow in confidence and stature and they continue to amaze us with their resilience and positive attitude.  
Term 3 is a short one but it certainly contains a punch when it comes to activities.  We have experienced the joy of singing 
and music in the Music in the Quays event.  We have enjoyed the experiences of a Prep School cultural tour as well as a 
College sporting tour to Cape Town.  Our students were involved in giving 67 minutes of their time for Madiba Day, our 
Intermediate Phase enjoyed the Spring Fling and our Matrics celebrated that wonderful rite-of-passage: the Matric Dance, 
and they recently tested their mettle by writing their Prelim Examinations in preparation of their finals in a month’s time. 
 
The young men and women of Oakhill are engaged, motivated and determined to grow and learn in every aspect and I 
look forward to celebrating the joy of learning as we head into our celebrations at the start of Term 4.  If you have never 
attended a Celebration of the joy of learning at Oakhill, I would encourage you to diarise the event to ensure that you are 
part of this magnificent rite-of-passage in our school.  We say goodbye to the Matrics and Grade 7’s at their Valedictions 
and we celebrate their and everyone else’s unique impact in the life of our school at the Celebration. 
 

Please take note of these important dates for next term: 
 
18 October at 17:00 – Matric Valediction 
19 October at 09:00 – College Celebration of Excellence 
28 November at 17:00 – FP Celebration of The Joy of Learning 
29 November at 17:00 – IP Celebration of Excellence 
3 December at 09:30 – Little Oaks End of Year Concert 

 

 Staffing 
 
Our Academic Directors have proposed a structural change to our academic programme and as a result we have decided 
to appoint Caroline Payton as the Academic Director: Innovation for the whole School.  She will focus her attention on 
the Prep School next year but will eventually be looking at implementing well-researched, innovative academic 
interventions at every level of our institution.  She has recently been involved in researching motivation and particularly 
what motivates and demotivates young men and women.  She will be sharing the results of this research with you at some 
stage but we are already implementing numerous interventions to ensure that we ensure that we motivate kids positively 
and in an affirming way as we head into 2014. 
 
Caroline will also be heading up our academic support programme at all levels.  Traditionally, academic support is 
presumed to be for young men and women who struggle academically but it is so much more than just this.  Caroline will 
be supporting students of all abilities as well as providing support and development for staff at various levels.  She will 
start by ensuring we spend more resources and time on researching brain function and how this effects learning and 
teaching at Oakhill.  I am excited by the wealth of knowledge and experience she brings to this project and I have no doubt 
that this innovation will enable us to empower teachers, parents and students to be excited and motivated by the learning 
process. 
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I am also pleased to announce that Liam Bell has been appointed to the position of Business Studies Teacher in the College 
from the beginning of 2014.  Liam has been teaching at Chesterhouse in Cape Town and brings with him a wealth of 
experience in independent schools.  He will be working alongside Dawie Botha in this department and I believe that they 
will form a formidable partnership as we seek to give our young men and women the best possible opportunities.  Liam 
has a BCom degree and will certainly build on the wonderful foundation created in the past. 
 
We will also be appointing Robyn Humphreys to the position of English and History Teacher in the College.  Robyn is 
currently living and teaching in Taiwan but hails from Cape Town and I am particularly excited about the wonderful 
addition in skills she will bring to the Drama department as well.  Robyn has a BA in English, History and Political Science 
and matriculated from Somerset College in 2005. 
 
We have said goodbye to some wonderful teachers and administrative staff this term.  Barbie Leibbrandt has taken leave 
of us after 18 years of dedicated and loving service, Sheila Pasio has resigned to spend more time with her family in 
Pietermaritzburg.  She was a wonderful mentor and loving, caring teacher to many generations for the past 20 years and 
Moira Schady, who has worked at Oakhill for the past 14 years will be joining her husband, Dave in his business.  Moira’s 
laughter and wonderful smile will be sorely missed on the campus next term. 
 
Robert Frost says in that wonderful poem ‘The Road Not Taken’: yet knowing how way leads onto way, I doubted that I 
should ever come back.  So too we move on as a school and say farewell to these stalwarts who have made a significant 
difference here, at the same time as welcoming new faces, who I am confident will develop their own special relationships. 
 
If you have visited my office you will know that I have a newspaper article on my pin board entitled, ‘Off the Drugs and 
on to Distinctions’, which tells the wonderful story of a young lady who graduated here some time back and who 
eventually matriculated with 7 distinctions after a personal struggle with drug addiction.  Her experiences tell a wonderful 
story of resilience, determination, exceptional focus and hard work, which ensured that she progressed from here 
successfully.  The reason that I am sharing this story with you is that we have recently had a drug test in the College phase 
of our School, and I am pleased to inform you that all the students who were exposed to this test tested negative.  This 
obviously does not mean that we, as a School, are not exposed to the realities of drugs but it is certainly wonderfully 
affirming to know that kids and families are grappling with this issue in a real way. 
 
We have, under the leadership of Linda Lifson, started the Oakhill Support Programme.  A number of pupils and teachers 
have been selected to be trained to provide support for those students who want to talk to someone about various issues 
which are affecting in their lives.  These students and teachers have been trained by an experienced psychologist in the 
principles of awareness of addiction and drug counselling.  It is important that we provide our community with the 
wherewithal to ensure that we deal with this difficult issue in a real and affirming way and I am confident we are doing 
just that at Oakhill. 
 

 Now I need to pack… 
 
Oakhill School will be embarking on its first ever tour to China where we are hoping to establish an exchange with the 
Number 8 Middle School in Beijing.  These are exciting times for our students.  Many of them can speak fluent Mandarin.  
Many of them understand the nuances of this country and its history because of our partnership with the Chinese Embassy 
and the fact that Mrs Lian Mei Hu has established such wonderful relationships with her students.  In many ways, I wish I 
was 16 again.  I wish I had the opportunity to attend Oakhill and experience the diversity of experiences offered here.  I 
might have had the opportunity to learn Mandarin but I suppose that it’s never too late and I’m looking forward to 
spending some time with 20 young men and women who are going to be representing Oakhill on this tour to Beijing and 
Shanghai – what a privilege! 
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Academic institutions should be spaces which engage openly on a variety of issues, and in trying to establish a thinking 
and learning environment which is rigorous and single-minded in its attempt to protect freedom of speech and thinking, 
we need to be mindful that, in doing so, we run the risk of offending each other.  I am fortunate because I have the 
privilege of interacting with the future: your children, on a daily basis, but I am also mindful of the fact that they are 
children – young men and women who are trying to establish themselves in a fast-paced, harsh, unforgiving and highly 
competitive world. 
 
I love the sight of a young man or woman expressing their opinion confidently, if not as eloquently, as an adult would.  I 
love the look on a child’s face when they score a goal or a try for the first time.  I love the nervous smile I see on the faces 
of teenagers when they know they have accomplished something they never thought they would master.  I love the smiles 
I see when I wander around our campus.  I love the focused frown on a child’s face who is trying to solve a complex 
problem.  I love the look on underprivileged kids’ faces when our students have spent time with them celebrating Madiba 
Day.  I love the camaraderie and genuine delight on the faces of our students when filming a ‘good luck’ message to 
Mikayla Oliver, who is competing for South Africa in Scotland.  I love the determination of our sports teams.  I love the 
small gesture of a team-mate carrying the goalie kitbag for his tired friend.  I love the unabashed confidence of six year 
olds with a bee painted on their face.  I love the gentleness and care shown to those in our community who are hurting.  
I love our Oakhill – it’s not perfect but its human, it has a loving heart, a gentle soul, a rigorous purpose and it is real! 
 
My Oakhill is not the buildings or the new land – my Oakhill lives in the people listed in the stories above.  They are real, 
I know them and they give me hope for a better future.  My Oakhill lives in your children – thank you for sharing them 
with us and enjoy your break! 
 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Shane Kidwell 
HEADMASTER 
 


